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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

1. That the Council: 

a) Reviews United Lincolnshire Hospitals Trust’s plans for Grantham Hospital. 

b) Examines the impact of those plans on the communities of South Kesteven. 

c) Agrees what action to take. 
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1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 On 11 June 2020, the United Lincolnshire Hospitals Trust (ULHT) Board met to discuss 

temporary service changes as part of its response to Covid-19. A copy of the papers 

considered by the Board are attached as Appendix A to this report. The temporary 

changes to services being provided at Grantham Hospital are set out on pages 2 to 41 of 

the Board’s document bundle. 

1.2 The proposals agreed by the Board included changes that affected the Grantham Hospital 

site. In summary, parts of Grantham Hospital would become a Covid-free site. To facilitate 

this, the hospital’s accident and emergency service would be downgraded to an urgent 

treatment centre (this would be available 24-hours a day, 7 days a week). Unplanned 

admissions and those needing the usual daytime accident and emergency service are to 

be directed to Boston and Lincoln. 

1.3 Plans were also approved to use Grantham Hospital for county-wide elective surgery and 

cancer treatments.  

1.4 Following the decision by the ULHT Board, Councillor Morgan submitted a request for an 

extraordinary meeting, which was supported by Councillors Ray and Linda Wootten, 

Whittington, Cooke, Steptoe and Hansen.  

1.5 The Extraordinary Council meeting is therefore being called to: 

• Review ULHT’s plans for Grantham Hospital. 

• Examine the impact of those plans on the communities of South Kesteven. 

• Agree what action to take. 

1.6 The future plans for Grantham Hospital were the subject of a motion by Councillor Morgan 

at the Council meeting on 2 March 2020. This motion was not debated as Councillor 

Morgan was not present at the meeting. Council agreed to roll the motion over to the next 

ordinary meeting of Council. As the first virtual meeting of Council, which was held on 14 

May 2020, was to consider urgent business only, motions on notice were not included on 

the agenda. Councillor Morgan’s motion therefore stands in abeyance and was due to be 

debated at the next available Council meeting. The motion that was proposed (with an 

amended sentence shown in bold text) is attached at Appendix B. Also included at 

Appendix B is an additional document produced by Councillor Morgan setting out 

contextual information, which was circulated as part of the agenda pack for the Council 

meeting on 2 March 2020. 

2 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision 

2.1 The next steps will be determined by the decision that the Council reaches at its meeting 

on 1 July 2020 and the actions it agrees should be taken. 

3 Financial Implications  

3.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Interim Director of Finance 

 

 

 



 

 
 

4 Legal and Governance Implications  

4.1 The Extraordinary meeting was requisitioned in accordance with the requirements set out 

in the Council’s Constitution on a matter that directly affects residents within South 

Kesteven. 

4.2 Council will be advised of any legal implications of any actions it wishes to take at its 

Extraordinary meeting. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Director of Law and Governance 

5 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

5.1 The papers considered by the ULHT Board in making its decision included an equality 

impact assessment. A copy of the impact assessment is included as Appendix 4 to the 

UHLT Board papers, which are attached as Appendix A to this report. 

6 Risk and Mitigation 

6.1 Risk has been considered in the preparation of this report. The risks associated with this 

matter relate to the accessibility of hospital care for residents within the district. The ULHT 

Board’s decision has a potential impact on both those residents who live within the 

catchment area of Grantham Hospital and those who live in the wider area and could be 

affected by the possible displacement of patients to other nearby hospitals. 

7 Community Safety Implications  

7.1 There are no community safety implications arising as a result of this report.  

8 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

8.1 Whilst this report will not affect the Council’s carbon impact, ULHT’s decision will have a 

wider, negative carbon impact. Patients across the county will be required to travel further 

for treatment, with the potential to generate an increase in the use of private transport or 

longer ambulance journeys. 

9 Appendices 

9.1 Appendix A: The document pack for the United Lincolnshire Hospitals Trust Board 

meeting held on 11 June 2020. 

9.2 Appendix B: Motion submitted by Councillor Morgan for consideration on 2 March 2020 

(not discussed) and background document supplied by Councillor Morgan.  

Report Timeline:  Date of Publication on Forward Plan (if 
required) 

Not applicable 

Previously Considered by: Not applicable 

Final Decision date   1 July 2020 

 


